
ORD Participation in Development of IPCC Special Report
on "Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry" 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is developing a Special Report
on “Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry.” Dr. Allen Solomon (ORD/NHEERL) is one of
the Lead Authors.

Preparation of the Special Report was requested by the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice (SBSTA) of the Conference of  the  Parties (COP) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  The COP is currently engaged in
providing the operational means to implement the Kyoto Agreement on greenhouse gases. 

The Special Report is designed to inform the COP of the amounts of carbon to be
sequestered and released from "Kyoto forests" (forests undergoing afforestation, reforestation or
deforestation in 1990 or later) in Annex 1 countries (developed countries) during the period 2008
to 2012. The IPCC Special Report will provide the technical information needed by policymakers
to measure or estimate that carbon. 

The task of writing the Special Report is complicated by the fact that most key terms in
the Kyoto Agreement (i.e., afforestation, reforestation, deforestation, direct human-induced land
use change, forestry activities, etc.) are not defined, and cannot be specified by IPCC for the
purposes of writing the report because the final definitions will be political decisions. Instead, all
IPCC can do is write the report in such a way that the carbon implications of differing definitions
are made as clear as possible.

Dr. Robert Watson is the Chair of the group writing the report. The report is subdivided
into seven chapters, each with two or more Convening Lead Authors, and 10-20 lead authors.
The initial chapter is the executive summary. The second chapter is a tutorial on principles of
carbon sequestration and emission as a function of land use. The third chapter deals with the
variety of possible definitions, and the logic or commonality of their usage.  The fourth chapter
(to which Al Solomon is contributing) deals with estimates of carbon consequences of the
definitions discussed in Chapter 3, for afforestation, reforestation and deforestation only. The fifth
chapter provides carbon consequences for other forms of human-induced land use, in case the
COP decides to include them in its deliberations. The sixth chapter deals with project-based
calculations (carbon trading by Annex 1 countries with developing countries). The seventh
chapter describes methods and choices in monitoring and measuring areas and carbon stocks. 

The report is to be completed by mid-2000 for use by COP. However, considerable time is
required for the numerous scientific and governmental reviews, as mandated by IPCC rules aimed
at maximizing report credibility. As a result, the first working drafts of individual chapters are to
be completed and ready for internal review now (the organizational meeting was 9-12 January),
and of the document as a whole, by 28 April when the second lead authors meeting will take
place. Subsequently, the draft will be off to its first round of scientific and governmental reviews.
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